July15, 2021

Mr. Randy Blankinship

HMS Management Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries, F/SF1
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 EasWWest Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

RE:NOAANMFS20180035

We the undersigned organizations representirgreationalfishermen, conservationists, arsgientists
appreciatethe opportunity to submit these comments on the reconsideration of the conversion of the
Spring Gulf of Mexico Gear Restricted Areas (GRAS) to a MonitoringDrediverse coalition ignified

in our opposition tahe National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administratibi©AA Fisheries’ April 2020
rulemaking that reopened the Gulf GRAs to pelagic longline fishiregrebpening of the GRA®s met
with overwhelming public opposition and, most importantlyas inconsistent with sciendeased policy.
The GRAs proved a highly effectoamservation measur® protect western Atlantic bluefituna at the
peak of their spawnRemovng thempotentially harms western Atlantic bluefin tupas well a&).S.
commercialand recreationafishermen.Informationcollected since the removal of the GRAs reinferce
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